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(h) Issues not raised by pleadings. If 
evidence is objected to at a hearing on 
the ground that it is not within the 
issues raised by the pleadings, it may 
nevertheless be admitted by the Board 
if it is within the proper scope of the 
case. If such evidence is admitted, the 
Board may grant the objecting party a 
continuance to enable it to meet such 
evidence. If such evidence is admitted, 
the pleadings may be amended to con-
form to the evidence, as provided by 
6101.12(e). 

(i) Delay by parties. If the Board de-
termines that the hearing is being un-
reasonably delayed by the failure of a 
party to produce evidence, or by the 
undue prolongation of the presentation 
of evidence, it may, by written order or 
by ruling from the bench, prescribe a 
time or times within which the presen-
tation of evidence must be concluded, 
establish time limits on the direct or 
cross-examination of witnesses, and en-
force such order or ruling by appro-
priate sanctions. 

6101.22 Admissibility and weight of 
evidence [Rule 122]. 

(a) Admissibility. Any relevant evi-
dence may be received. The Board may 
exclude relevant evidence to avoid un-
fair prejudice, confusion of the issues, 
undue delay, waste of time, or needless 
presentation of cumulative evidence. 
Hearsay evidence is admissible unless 
the Board finds it unreliable or 
untrustworthy. 

(b) Federal Rules of Evidence. As a 
general matter, and subject to the 
other provisions of this section, the 
Board will base its evidentiary rulings 
on the Federal Rules of Evidence. 

(c) Weight and credibility. The Board 
will determine the weight to be given 
to evidence and the credibility to be 
accorded witnesses. 

(d) Submission of evidence in camera. 
6101.12(h) governs submissions in cam-
era. 

6101.23 Exhibits [Rule 123]. 
(a) Marking of exhibits. (1) Documents 

and other tangible things offered in 
evidence by a party will be marked for 
identification by the Board during the 
hearing or, if it is convenient for the 
Board and the parties, before the com-
mencement of the hearing. They will 

be numbered consecutively as the ex-
hibits of the party offering them. 

(2) If a party elects to proceed on the 
record without a hearing pursuant to 
6101.11, documentary evidence sub-
mitted by that party will be numbered 
consecutively by the Board as appeal 
file exhibits. 

(b) Copies as exhibits. Except upon ob-
jection sustained by the Board for good 
cause shown, copies of documents may 
be offered and received into evidence as 
exhibits, provided they are of equal 
legibility and quality as the originals, 
and such copies shall have the same 
force and effect as if they were the 
originals. If the Board so directs, a 
party offering a copy of a document as 
an exhibit shall have the original 
available at the hearing for examina-
tion by the Board and any other party. 
When the original of a document has 
been received into evidence as an ex-
hibit, an accurate copy thereof may be 
substituted in evidence for the original 
by leave of the Board at any time. 

(c) Withdrawal of documentary exhibits 
and other papers. With the permission 
of the Board, a party may remove an 
exhibit during the course of a pro-
ceeding. Otherwise, except as provided 
in 6101.37(d), no withdrawal of any pa-
pers in the Board’s file is permitted. In-
spection of the file at the Board’s of-
fices is permitted by 6101.12(g). 

(d) Disposition of physical exhibits. Any 
physical (as opposed to documentary) 
exhibit may be disposed of by the 
Board at any time more than 90 cal-
endar days after the expiration of the 
period for appeal from the decision of 
the Board, unless it has been earlier 
withdrawn by the party that submitted 
it. 

6101.24 Transcripts of proceedings; 
corrections [Rule 124]. 

(a) Transcripts Except as the Board 
may otherwise order, all hearings, 
other than those under the small 
claims procedure prescribed by 6102.2, 
will be stenographically or electroni-
cally recorded and transcribed. Any 
other hearing or conference will be re-
corded or transcribed only by order of 
the Board. Copies or transcriptions of 
stenographic or electronic recordings 
not ordered to be transcribed by the 
Board will be furnished to the parties 
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or other persons only on conditions 
prescribed by the Board, which may in-
clude the payment of the costs of copy-
ing or transcription. Each party is re-
sponsible for obtaining its own copy of 
the transcript if one is prepared. 

(b) Corrections. Corrections to an offi-
cial transcript will be made only when 
they involve errors affecting its sub-
stance. The Board may order such cor-
rections on motion or on its own initia-
tive, and only after notice to the par-
ties giving them opportunity to object. 
Such corrections will ordinarily be 
made either by hand with pen and ink 
or by the appending of an errata sheet, 
but when no other method of correc-
tion is practicable the Board may re-
quire the reporter to provide substitute 
or additional pages. 

6101.25 Briefs and memoranda of law 
[Rule 125]. 

(a) Form and content of briefs and 
memoranda of law. Briefs and memo-
randa of law shall be typewritten on 
standard size 81⁄2 by 11–inch paper. Oth-
erwise, no particular form or organiza-
tion is prescribed. Posthearing briefs 
should, at a minimum, succinctly set 
forth 

(1) The facts of the case with cita-
tions to those places in the record 
where supporting evidence can be found 
and 

(2) Argument with citations to sup-
porting legal authorities. Memoranda 
of law should generally adhere as close-
ly as practicable to the form and con-
tent of briefs. 

(b) Submission of posthearing briefs. 
Except as the Board may otherwise 
order, posthearing briefs shall be filed 
30 calendar days after the Board’s re-
ceipt of the transcript; reply briefs, if 
filed, shall be filed 15 calendar days 
after the parties’ receipt of the initial 
posthearing briefs. The Board will no-
tify the parties of the date of its re-
ceipt of the transcript. In the event one 
party has elected a hearing and the 
other party has elected to submit its 
case on the record pursuant to 6101.11, 
the filing of record submissions in the 
form of briefs shall be governed by this 
section. 

6101.26 Consolidation; separate hear-
ings; separate determination of li-
ability [Rule 126]. 

(a) Consolidation. When cases involv-
ing common questions of law or fact 
are pending, the Board may: 

(1) Order a joint hearing of any or all 
of the matters at issue in the cases; 

(2) Order the cases consolidated; or 
(3) Make such other orders con-

cerning the proceedings therein as are 
intended to avoid unnecessary costs or 
delay. 

(b) Separate hearings. The Board may 
order a separate hearing of any case or 
cases or of any claims or issues or 
number of claims or issues therein. The 
Board may enter appropriate orders or 
decisions with respect to any claims or 
issues that are heard separately. 

(c) Separate determinations of liability. 
The Board may: 

(1) Limit a hearing to those issues of 
law and fact relating to the right of a 
party to recover, reserving the deter-
mination of the amount of recovery, if 
any, for other proceedings; and 

(2) In its decision of an appeal, irre-
spective of whether there is evidence in 
the record concerning the amount of 
recovery, and whether or not a stipula-
tion or order has been made, reserve 
determination of the amount of recov-
ery for other proceedings. In any in-
stance in which the Board has reserved 
its determination of the amount of re-
covery for other proceedings, its deci-
sion on the question of the right to re-
cover shall be final, subject to the pro-
visions of 6101.30 through 6101.33. 

6101.27 Stay or suspension of pro-
ceedings; dismissals in lieu of stay 
or suspension [Rule 127]. 

(a) Stay of proceedings to obtain con-
tracting officer’s decision. The Board 
may in its discretion stay proceedings 
to permit a contracting officer to issue 
a decision when an appeal has been 
taken from the contracting officer’s al-
leged failure to render a timely deci-
sion. 

(b) Suspension for other cause. The 
Board may suspend proceedings in a 
case for good cause. The order sus-
pending proceedings will prescribe the 
duration of the suspension or the con-
ditions on which it will expire. The 
order may also prescribe actions to be 
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